SITTING IN AHT A cnupln :nnlumplatus Flnhcrcl'gr BuH & 6,000-square- faul insl.allnllan. “Second Na.lura" in a Chicago park.
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By Joanne Beck
Daily News Stal Writer

oherley Bell was pet-
ting ready for o tap o
eru A year ago when

the phone call came.

It was an mvilation Lo subomnt a
proposal for Chicaga’s “Art in
the Guarden™ project, The city's
first public art project stretches
from the lake- —
front to the
anmer city,
Artists install
artwork while
teams of land-
sSCAping crews
plant flowers,
decorative
grasses and
ather plant
materials. The Bethany artist s
glod she changed ber mind and
efitered an ideq, she said,

Her proposal was chosen as
one of 20 — out of more than
100 subnussians,

Titled “Second MNature,” the
1,000 squarc-foot plece 15 creat-
ed wilth massive amounts of
plantings, including thyme,
daylilies, black-eved Susans, zin-
mias and conaflowers. I also [ea-
tres & handmade wooden bench,
blue astroturf and a small chain-
link house. Arlists were given
34,000 for e project, Bell saud
as her eyes widened.

“1 spent & lot more. A lot
more,” she said.

The words “Second Nature”
are spelled out in thyme owtside
the see-through bat securely

Bell

DETAIL: A closa—up 1mm "Evecnnd anur&.

locked house. Inside, the remain-
der of her message is also come-
muwmeated with 3-inch-hagh
thyme plantings. [t says “ls
Home " Steel plates with cut-oue
letters were wrapped in the astro-
tirf, Thyme was planted bepeath
the structure and it filled cut-ou
spaces o shape the letters. Us a
way Lo dllustrte how people have
hecoime o comioriable with o
form of nature that is self-created
and controlled. Wilderness has
been replaced by carefully craf-
ed gardens, Bell said

“ “Second Mature” reflects my
colinuing interest i the garden
and the built Amencan landscape
as an extension of our domestic
space.” she snid, “The text .
refers to e Roman wiiter on
landdscape and gardens, Uicern,
His term Alteram Maturam refers
1 lasdscape of elements that
man has introduced to make
nature hahitable. The concept of
second mature imphes there's a

first mature. We're creating a
landscape, a contralled environ-
ment that is our nature.”

She compares the flowers’ lay-
out to the (oor plan of a house.
The berch, she sad, allows the
viewer 1o participate amd be in
the parden

Hell clearly remembers work-

ing on the project for five days in

May's pounng rain. Chicago
Park District put her up at the
Fairmont, a very posh hotel.
Every mght she'd walk into the
place caked m mud, she said.

“I remember coming through
thee door covered in mud, The
dooman would freak,” she said

Bell, 4%, whao has a master’s
degree in fine arts from Alfred
State College, has traveled exten-
sively and spent her childhood in
Latn Amenca and soulheast
Asia. She moved 1o westem New
York about seven years ago and
15 in her 1ith year at Rochester
Institute of Technology's art and

Roberley Bell turns
to plants and flowers
for latest installation

design department. 115 heen this
area where she's gained a fuller
sense ol landscapes, she sad.

“Bethany 15 by far the mwst
pastoral lundscape Tve lived
near,” she said. “I've god hope
gardens there”

She feels forunate tw hve
found & Tabricator who lives only
I minutes away, Tom Stnng
ham, owner of Pieces Gallery in
Batavia, has collaborated sith
Bell on four projects. She creates
the design and Strangham peo
duces, or fabnicales, streclures
that enahle the whole thing to
conne together, It has provided
er with “the best fabricating si-
wation [ could Bave ever asked
e, she sad.

It"s been a mutually satisfyving
partnership, Stringham sand.

“Is exciting,” e sud from s
Muin Sureet gallery. “("Second
Mature”) ook about 40 howrs
Fabrication is problem-solving.”

Bell has received many grants
and fellowslaps including twa
Trom the Mew York Foundation
for the Ars and a Fulbnpght o
the Metherlands. Her work has
beem extubited nationally amd
iternationally, including the
State Tretyakov Gallery,
Moscow. She has also completed
public =ite projects in Pitsburgh,
Baltimore wind New York, the Lat-

* est of which was selected for

Amerncans im the Aris Puhlic Art
Metwork 's 20064 Year in Review.

For infurmation ab=out At in
the Garden, call (312) T42-T5249



